A    MISSION    TO    AUSTRALIA

train journey north of Sydney, where Mr. Essington Lewis,
Chairman of Broken Hill Proprietary, showed us round the very
fine modern steelworks which were producing the highest-grade
steel in considerable quantities. These works, of recent con-
struction, had an advantage over most British undertakings of a
similar nature from the fact that they were of modern design
from the start, and had not grown up stage by stage.

The iron ore was shipped round the coast from Port Pirie in
South Australia, and met the coal from the easily worked mines at
Newcastle, the ships being able to berth alongside the works.
We walked through what seemed to be miles of shops in these
steelworks and saw railway rolling-stock, tyres, axles, aircraft
bombs, shells, wire of every description, and fair-sized guns
under construction. I can imagine the expansion which has since
" taken place at this enterprising industrial centre,

I was fortunate in being offered an aeroplane to fly me back
to Sydney by the Newcastle Light Aeroplane Club. It was a
beautiful trip down the coast, over Port McQuarie and the mouth
of the Hawkesbury River, and I could picture the delights of a
camping expedition on the wooded slopes of that fine river.

Our next trip was to Port Kembla, south of Sydney, which we
reached after an easy motor drive through pleasant scenery. As
at Newcastle we stayed in complete luxury at the Director's
cottage, so called. Next day we walked round Metal Manufactures
Ltd., Commonwealth Rolling Mills, Australian Iron and Steel
and Lysaght's. The chairman of most of these was either Sir Colin
Fraser or Mr. Essington Lewis.

At this deep-water port, where ships can berth alongside
recently constructed quays, coal was very near the surface, so that
miners worked under the best conditions. Incidentally, they were
within a stone's throw of a fine bathing-beach which would have
gladdened the hearts of some of our miners from the grim
villages of Wales and Northern England.

I next visited Cockatoo Island, Sydney, to see merchant ships
and small naval vessels under construction, which gave me some
idea of the capacity of this shipyard for future expansion.

On our return to Melbourne, the Air Ministry experts, Mr.
Boddis and Mr. Howarth, had completed their investigations, and
we began the work of preparing our report. The gist of it was
to recommend to the Australian Government the immediate
setting up of an organization for the construction of the Bristol
Beaufort torpedo aircraft. The scheme was based on the lines on